AMENDMENTS 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1-17. 

Please add claims 18-26 as follows. 



1 8. (New) An apparatus operating on the basis of an operating clock for generating a 
tone signal in response to a sounding start instruction, the apparatus comprising: 
O a tone generating block that is configured for generating tone signals for a 

tU plurality of sounding channels in a time division manner; 

m ■ 

\l a control data inputting block that is configured for inputting control data 

m effective to specify a number of the sounding channels to be used; 

s 

a clock control block that is configured on the basis of the control data for 

hj ... 

U. stopping a supply of the operating clock to the tone generating block in a given duration dunng 

BE S 

p which the specified number of the sounding channels are not used; and 

^ a sounding control block that is configured in accordance with the sounding start 

instruction for allocating tone signals corresponding to the sounding start instruction to the 
number of sounding channels determined on the basis of the control data, and for starting 
generation of the tone signals through the allocated sounding charmels. 
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19. (New) An apparatus operating on the basis of an operating clock for generating 
tone signals in response to a sounding start instruction, the apparatus comprising: 

a tone generating block that is configured for generating tone signals for a 
plurality of sounding channels in a time division manner; 

a sounding control block that is configured in accordance with the sounding start 
instruction for allocating tone signals corresponding to the sounding start instruction to the 
sounding chamiels, and for starting generation of the tone signals through the allocated sounding 
channels; . 

a volume detecting block that is configured for detecting a volume level of each 
of the sounding channels; 

a control data generating block that is configured on the basis of tlie detected 
volume level of each sounding chaimel for generating control data effective to control a supply 
of the operating clock to each sounding channel; and 

a clock control block that is configured on the basis of the control data for 
controlling the supply of the operating clock to the tone generating block. 
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20. (New) A signal processing apparatus, comprising: 

a signal processing block that is configured responsive to an operating clock for 
carrying out signal processing by executing a program; 

a program selecting block that is configured for selecting a program to be 
executed by the signal processing block and for setting the selected program to the signal 
processing block; 

a control data generating block that is configured on the basis of the set program 
for generating control data indicative of a program part not valid or effective in the set program; 
and 

a clock control block that is configured on the basis of the control data for 
stopping a supply of the operating clock to the signal processing block in a given duration 
corresponding to the program part indicated by the control data. 
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yj^^ I 21 . (New) A method of operating a tone generator on the basis of an operating clock 

^ • for generating a tone signal in response to a sounding start instruction, the method comprising 

the steps of: 

configuring the tone generator for generating tone signals through a plurality of 
sounding channels in a time division maimer; 

inputting control data effective to specify a number of the sounding chaimels to be 

used; 

stopping a supply of the operating clock to the tone generator according to the 
Q control data for a given duration during which the specified number of the sounding channels are 

k" 'r 

pj not used; 

gu 

LI allocating tone signals corresponding to the soimding start instruction to the 

1^ number of sounding channels determined on the basis of the control data; and 

starting generation of the tone signals through the allocated sounding channels. 
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A 22. (New) A computer program having instructions for causing a computer to 
^orvt . perform a method comprising the steps of: 

configuring the tone generator for generating tone signals through a pluraUty of 
sounding channels in a time division manner; 

inputting control data effective to specify a number of the sounding channels to be 

used; 

stopping a supply of the operating clock to the tone generator according to the 
control data for a given duration during which the specified number of the sounding channels are 
B not used; 



|xi allocating tone signals corresponding to the sounding start instruction to the 

number of sounding channels determined on the basis of the control data; and 

starting generation of the tone signals through the allocated sounding channels. 
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23, (New) A method of operating a tone generator on the basis of an operating clock 
for generating tone signals in response to a sounding start instruction, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

configuring the tone generator for generating tone signals through a plurality of 
sounding channels in a time division manner; 

allocating tone signals corresponding to the sounding start instruction to the 
sounding channels in accordance with the sounding start instruction; 

starting generation of the tone signals through the allocated sounding channels; 

detecting a volxmie level of each of the sounding channels; 

generating control data effective to control a supply of the operating clock to each 
sounding channel on the basis of the detected volume level of each sounding channel; and 

controlling the supply of the operating clock to the tone generator on the basis of 
the control data. 
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^ ^ 24. (New) A computer program having instructions for causing a computer to 

Cor^^ . perform a method comprising the steps of: 

configuring the tone generator for generating tone signals through a pluraUty of 
sounding channels in a time division manner; 

allocating tone signals corresponding to the sounding start instruction to the 
sounding channels in accordance with the sounding start instruction; 

starting generation of the tone signals through the allocated sounding channels; 
detecting a volume level of each of the sounding channels; 
generating control data effective to control a supply of the operating clock to each 
sounding channel on the basis of thie detected volume level of each sounding channel; and 

controlling the supply of the operating clock to the tone generator on the basis of 
the control data. 
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25. (New) A signal processing method comprising the steps of: 
^^"^^ • configuring a signal processor responsive to an operating clock for carrying out 

signal processing by executing a program; 

selecting a program to be executed by the signal processor and setting the selected 
program to the signal processor; 

generating control data indicative of a program part not valid or effective in the 
set program; and 

Q stopping a supply of the operating clock to the signal processor in a given 

P 

nJ duration corresponding to the program part indicated by the control data. 



m 
m 

Q 



Serial No. Not Assigned 
Docket No. 393032023101 



la-537165 



26. (New) A computer program having instructions for causing a computer to 
Cor\c . perform a method comprising the steps of: 

configuring a signal processor responsive to an operating clock for carrying out 
signal processing by executing a program; 

selecting a program to be executed by the signal processor and setting the selected 
program to the signal processor; 

generating control data indicative of a program part not valid or effective in the 
set program; and 

O stopping a supply of the operating clock to the signal processor in a given 

• a 

duration corresponding to the program part indicated by the control data. 
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